Published on Virgin Australia Newsroom (https://newsroom.virginaustralia.com)
Home > Australian and New Zealand Airlines to form new aviation industry group
9 March 2017 | Network [1]

Australian and New Zealand Airlines to form new aviation industry
group [2]

Image not found
file:///var/www/html/newsroom.virginaustralia.com/sites/default/files/styles/article_header/public/Virgin%20Australia%20T1%20Domestic%20Departures%20Pert

Australia and New Zealand’s major airlines today announced the establishment of a new industry group to
advocate and pursue reform on public policy issues that impact the aviation sector and broader economy in
the region.
Airlines for Australia and New Zealand (A4ANZ) will enable Air New Zealand, the Qantas Group, Regional
Express Holdings and the Virgin Australia Group to contribute to the policy debate on issues that affect all
Australian and New Zealand travellers, including those relating to airports, taxation and fees, access to
efficient infrastructure and broader regulatory reform.
Professor Graeme Samuel AC, the former Chairman of the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission whose professional career has spanned senior roles in law, investment banking and public
service, will be appointed the independent chair of A4ANZ.
A4ANZ will be governed by a Board made up of a representative from each member airline, in addition to
the independent Chair, to oversee the management of the industry group. The CEO will be appointed in
coming months.
The group will be funded by its members: Air New Zealand, the Qantas Group, Regional Express Holdings
and the Virgin Australia Group. Member airlines are Air New Zealand, Jetstar, Qantas, Regional Express

(Rex), Tigerair Australia and Virgin Australia.
Comments from member airline CEOs:
Air New Zealand Chief Executive Christopher Luxon said: “Australia and New Zealand must compete for
visitors on the world stage against many other attractive destinations. To be competitive we must continue to
improve cost and quality in all parts of the travel experience but we are constrained by a legacy of under
investment and over recovery at key airports. A4ANZ will add its voice to that ambition”.
Qantas Group CEO Alan Joyce said: “Airport fees and charges continue to increase while airlines are
offering fares at levels significantly cheaper than they were over a decade ago. A4ANZ’s goal is to achieve
regulatory reform that will promote a competitive and sustainable airline industry in the interests of
Australian and New Zealand travellers.”
Rex Executive Chairman Lim Kim Hai said: “A4ANZ is critical for regional communities as major airports
are all too ready to sacrifice critical regional interests. Rex looks forward to working with Professor Samuel
and the Board to ensure the sustainability of all stakeholders big or small in the aviation industry.”
Virgin Australia Group CEO John Borghetti said: “Aviation is one of the greatest enablers of tourism, trade
and economic growth in our region, so it’s absolutely critical that airports operate efficiently and that
investment in infrastructure benefits travellers.”
About A4ANZ member airlines:
•
Air New Zealand facilitates more than 15 million customer journeys each year and employs around
11,800 people.
•
The Qantas Group flies more than 50 million passengers each year and employs over 30,000 people.
•
Rex flies some 1.2 million passengers each year and employs around 1,100 people.
•
The Virgin Australia Group flies over 24 million passengers each year and employs around 9,500
people.
About Professor Graeme Samuel AC
Graeme Samuel AC is one of Australia’s most respected leaders with more than 40 years of leadership
experience in public service, law and investment banking.
He is currently a Vice Chancellor’s Professorial Fellow in Monash University’s Business School, co-director
of the Monash Business Policy Forum and a Councillor of the Australian National University. He is also
President of Alzheimer’s Australia and Chair of the Alzheimer’s Australia Dementia Research Foundation.
Professor Samuel has previously held a number of roles in public life including as Chairman of the
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission, Associate Member of the Australian Communications
and Media Authority, President of the National Competition Council, Chairman of the Melbourne and
Olympic Parks Trust, Commissioner of the Australian Football League and President of the Australian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
He was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia in 1998. In 2010 he was elevated to a Companion of
the Order of Australia "for eminent service to public administration through contributions in the area of
economic reform and competition law, and to the community through leadership roles with sporting and
cultural organisations".
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